The Rupture of Diplomatic Relations
permanency  should  be  spoken  now,  not   afterwards  when  it
may be too late,
" No covenant of co-operative peace that does not include
the peoples of the New World can suffice to keep the future safe
against war ; and yet there is only one sort of peace that the
peoples of America could join in guaranteeing. The elements
of that peace must be elements that engage the confidence
and satisfy the principles of the American governments, elements
consistent with their political faith and with the practical con-
viofcions which the peoples of America have once for all embraced
and undertaken to defend.
" I do not mean to say that any American government would
throw any obstacle in the way of any terms of peace the govern-
ments now at war might agree upon, or seek to upset them when
made, whatever they might be. I only take it for granted that
mere terms of peace between the belligerents will not satisfy
even the belligerents themselves. Mere agreements may not
make peace secure. It will be absolutely necessary that a force
be created as a guarantor of the permanency of the settlement
so much greater than the force of any nation now engaged or
any alliance hitherto formed or projected that no nation, no
probable combination of nations* could face or withstand it. If
the peace presently to be made is to endure, it must be a peace
made secure by the organized major force of mankind.
" The terms of the immediate peace agreed upon will determine
whether it is a peace for which such a guarantee can be secured.
The question upon which the whole future peace and policy of the
world depends is this : Is the present war a struggle for a just
and secure peace, or only for a new balance of power ? If it
be only a struggle for a new balance of power, who will guarantee,
who can guarantee, the stable equilibrium of the new arrange-
ment ? Only a tranquil Europe can be a stable Europe.
There must be, not a balance of power, but a community^of
power ; not organized rivalries, but an organized common peace.
"Fortunately we have received very explicit assurances on
this point. The statesmen of both of the groups of nations now
arrayed against one another have said, in terms that could not
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